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Harper to Show CIA Proofs of
NewBoolkonAsianDrug Traffic

Marchetti Book on CIA Still Under Suit

H:\rpcr & Row has decided, after
much consideration, to honor 4 request

from the Central Intclligence Apency o™

scc page proofs of Alfred W, McCoy's
controversial September 13 book, *The
Politics of Heroin in Southcast Asia,”
and to consider “factual™ corrections
that the CIA nuiy offer. The publisher,
however, has made no advance com-
mitment 10 accept  any  requested
changes. *

In his hook, writien with Cathlcen B,
Read, Mr. McCoy, &t 26-year-old student
in Yale's Ph.D. program in hislory. al-
leges that French, Victnumese and U.S.
personncl have used the trallic in opium
and heroin in Southcast Asia for their
own cnds, and that the CIA and other
U.S. agencies: have cither accepled or
have responded inadequately 1o the sit-
uation, Mr. McCoy told Congressional
commitices carly in June (including the
forcign opcrations subcommittee, headed
by Sen, Willium Proxmire, D., Wis,, of
the Senate Appropriations Commitice),
that he had had more than 250 intervicws
about the drug traflic, including talks
with CIA and South Victnamese ollie
cials, -and that President Thicu and
Premier Khicm were involved: he gave
details of many allegations which appear
also in the .book. B. Brooks Thomas,
Harper vice-president and gencral coun-
sel, tells P he and the cditors have
worked closely with My, McCoy on the
manuscript, have insisted on documen-
tation of al} matcrial points, and have
had outside! experts read it. As a result,
Harper & 'Row is convinced that the
book is vscll documented, scholarly and
deserves 1o be published,

A ch.xplct from the hook, .\daptcd
appears in ﬂ\c July Harper's magazine.
The magazic has. feceived a letter from
the CIA's™ cxecutive dircctor, 'W. E.
Colby, dcq)mg allegations invelving the
CIA. MHarper's reportedly plans 1o pub-

Jish the tetter soon. Mr, Colby and an of-.

ficer of Air America (a contract airline
which does work for CIA in Southeast
Asia) also wrote to the Washington Star,
disputing allegations picked up by a Star
columnist from Mr. McCoy's lindings.
In these protests, and in its approach (o

Harper & Row, the CIA s said to be
departing shaeply from its usual policy of
silence concerning criticism.

Harper & Row was approached carly
in Junc, when a representative called
upon Cass Canficld, Sr., former chief
cxccutive, now i senior cditor for the
firm, and said the agency understiood the
McCoy manuscript contained serious al-
lepations about CIA and other agen-

cics—allcgations that he said mlghl .be-

libclous to individuals or severcly dam-
aging to the national interest, The repre-
sentative spoke also to M, S, Wyeth, Jr,,
exccutive cditor of the trade department.
Theé Harper oflicials said the manuscript
was not yet ready to be read, but that the
request would be considered,

In weighing their decision, Harper &
Row oflicials and cditors talked among

themselves and with respectcd publishing

colleagucs, including experts in the ficld
of the frcedom to read. On June 30, My,
Thomas wrote to the CIA asking the
agency to state its request, with reasons
or it, in writing, The reply, dated July §,
Aumc from Lawrence R. Houston, gen-
cral counscl of the CIA. He wrote that
the CIA .was in no way questioning
Harpcr & Row's right to publish the
‘book, but said, “*Wec believe we could
demonsiratc o you that a considerable
number of Mr. McCoy's claims™ about
the CIA'were *“totally false™ or “‘dis-
torted” or “bascd on unconvincing cvi-
dence.”

* Harper & Row then decided to let the
CIA scc the book—subjcct 10 the au-
thor's approval, without which, Harper
& Row president Winthrop Knowiton
told P, the CIA's request would not be
accepted. The author finally accepted the
decision, to lct the CIA look at page
proofs only, and to give a quick reply,
with Harper & Row rescrving all ils op-
tions and reaflirming its right to publish.

**As head of the housc of Varper &
Row,™
sensitive, like all my colleagues in pub-
lishing, to the problem of censorship,
and if [ fclt this request involved censor-
ship we would not be agrecing to it In
view of the gravity of the allepations, we
simply think this is the most responsible
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Mr. Knowiton told 2, 1 am-
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way we can publish this book.™

Tronically, in view of CIA cflorts to
refule the charges by Mr.- McCay and
others, personncl of CIA, State and the
Department of Defense completed. in
February a report to the Cahinet Come
mittce on Narcotics Control which bui-
tressed many of the charges, according to
Scymour Hersh in o front page New
York Times story, July 24, Mr. Hersh
reviewed the Harper-CIA discussions in
the Times of July 22,

The CIA's procedure with frespect to -

Mr. McCoy's book is in sharp contrast to
goverament  action  on  an  as-yet-
unwritten book, a nonfiction work about
the CIA, which Victor L. Marchetti is
under cantract to prepare for Knopf, In
that casc, the Justice Department oh-
tained in April a restraining order to
prevent Mr. Marchetti from publishing
the proposed hoaok, on the ground that it
would be likely 10 divulge currently clas.

sificd information in vielution of a sc-.

crecy agreement that Mr Marcheti had
made as a CIA employce. Mr. Marchetti
worked for the CIA for 14 yeurs und
resigned in 1909, e then wrole a novel,
*The Rope Dancer™ (Graosser), hased on
his obscrvations.

Judge Albert V. Bryan, Jr.. U. S. Dis- -

trict. Court, Alcxandria, Va.. in issuing
the restraining order, ruled that Mr,
Marchetti's agreement with the CIA
“takes the case out of the scope of the
First Amendment.” The American Civil
Liberties  Union, representing Mo,
Marchetti, denies this and argucs that the
author canaot in fact sign away his Fist
Amendment rights. The Association of
Amcrican  Publishers and the Authors
League have filed amicus curiac bricfs
supporting  Mr, Marchetti in further
courl procccdings. (Sce PH, April 24,
Junc 5, June 12.)

‘GROVE GETS IRVING'S BOOK;

BANTAM IS RUSHING "HOAX"

Clilford Lrving, who next month begins
a two-and-a-half year jail term for his
part in the Howuard Hughes atVair, Dew
into town last weck to promaty  his
“*book-about-the-book™ which wiil be
publishcd as a paperbiack original by
Grave Press in late September,

Looking tanncd and fit (he and his two
young children have been staying w (b
friends in Sarasota, Fla.) Trviag said >
of the material in his haok, to be ttied
“Clifford Irvingg What Rcally Hup-
pened.” has never before been published
and would reveal “the existence of o
fourth person who was “prominent” in
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